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    Reported to: Planning Contract & Works Meeting, February 2017 ― Agenda Item 9  
Report of Meeting    
Meeting held at the Spetchells Centre, on Thursday 2 February 2017 at 10.00am 
Present: Cllr A Gill (Chair), Cllr Mrs E Burt; Cllr Ms J Rose; R Whinney (Clerk) 
 
1. Apologies for absence—Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 
2. Reports from previous meetings 

 Publicity regarding the removal of existing kerbstones, ornaments, plantings etc: it was agreed that 
the information should be placed as a public notice in the Hexham Courant, as well as seeking the 
inclusion of a report in the paper; 

 BT landline to former cemetery chapel: the Clerk reported that the landline connection to the 
cemetery chapel had been broken as of the last couple of days. The fault had been reported (1 
February): a BT engineer had attended that evening and was ready to restore a temporary 
connection, however the developer of the housing immediately to the west of the chapel had 
declined to permit the BT engineer to enter over his land to carry out this work. Separately, contact 
had once again been made with the BT engineer responsible for the original proposal (summer 2016) 
for the installation of a telegraph pole on the boundary between the cemetery and the housing 
development. This job had been given a BT job number, but when this had been supplied by the 
engineer to the Clerk, and he had pursued progress on it, the job could not be located in the BT 
system. The Clerk had tried to reach the housing developer on his mobile, but without success: he had 
therefore sent him an email requesting his help to resolve the situation. The Clerk was also working to 
ensure that the works for the installation of the permanent pole were reinstated as an order on the 
BT system, and carried through. The Clerk noted that in the meantime the NCC employee at the 
cemetery could be reached on the NCC mobile phone that he was supplied with.   
In the course of the discussion, it was noted that the developer had indicated that the pole should be 
installed while the development was taking place, and that there had been plenty of time to carry out 
the works. However, the question was also asked whether a landline was required, given that the NCC 
officer could be contacted on the NCC mobile phone. It was concluded that pressure should be placed 
on BT to provide a timescale for the works to be carried out, reserving the option that the landline 
could be dispensed with if it was found that the process was going to be further delayed. 

 Effect of TUPE issue on cemetery management: it was agreed that where it was desired that works be 
carried out, for instance applying preservative to the cemetery seats, that the proper procedure was 
to liaise with the NCC Neighbourhood Services Team Leader. The Clerk noted that the maintenance of 
cemetery fixtures and fittings was included in the cemetery contract for services. 

 Cemetery works, New Cemetery: following the agreements reached at the Ordinary / Budget Meeting 
on 25 January, the orders of the works to the fencing and the roadways had been placed with the 
approved contractors. Cllr Gill explained that the pin kerbs for the roadways had been changed from 
square-topped to round-topped because this made it easier to cut the grass close to the kerbs, with 
less risk of damage to the kerbs. Cllr Burt was concerned that the works to the roadways were carried 
out without risk of disruption to any funerals taking place. 

 
3. Cemetery Contractor 

 Cemetery Contractor: invitation to meeting: it was agreed to invite the NCC Neighbourhood Services 
Team Leader to the March meeting of the Sub-Committee. It was agreed that issues to be raised with 
him should include grass-cutting and strimming, and the workload of the cemetery employee ; 

 Grave digging – size of grave dug: following issues that had arisen recently because of incorrect coffin 
sizes being communicated by the funeral director, discussion between the Council and NCC had 
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focused on digging the normal maximum size (length and width) of grave, to avoid any last –minute 
emergency digging. The Clerk noted that it was generally preferred to have as much un-dug ground as 
possible, ensuring ground stability; 

 Damp in cemetery chapel: a builder had recently attended and examined the causes of the damp 
issues in the vicinity of the porch / front room of the chapel, and was expecting to supply a quotation 
for the remedial works in the near future; 

 Electricity bill, cemetery chapel: Cllr Gill reported the recent bill for over £900 (incl. VAT) received 
from the utility provider; he stated that usage had been monitored over the last few weeks, and that 
it had been concluded that the usage had occurred as billed for. He had requested that the heaters in 
the front room be left on for a four-hour period overnight to control damp problems. The charge was 
being paid off over time on the basis of fixed monthly invoices, the usage had been brought under 
control, and an improved tariff had now been agreed with the utility provider; 

 Scattering of ashes: It was reported that there had been several recent instances where ashes were 
scattered on top of graves. This was not permitted by the Council: the authorised procedures involved 
the lifting of turf and scattering of ashes underneath, or the interment of a casket. It was agreed to 
monitor the situation; 

 Removal of Christmas memorial wreaths: it was agreed to arrange for the posting of notices in the 
cemeteries advising of the removal of these wreaths during week commencing 13 February. 

 
4. Work record sheets— these were received. The utility of the reports was questioned, and it was AGREED 

that (1) NCC should be advised that these reports were no longer required (2) Instead, NCC should be 
requested to present a monthly report, in time for each meeting of the sub-committee, setting out the work 
that had been carried out in the cemeteries. Proposed: Cllr A Gill Seconded: Cllr Mrs E Burt 
 

5. Proposed Works 

 Registration of title, New Cemetery: it was agreed to progress this matter, with a report to be brought to 
the March meeting of the Sub-Committee. 

 
6. War Memorial / Lych Gate―it was agreed to progress this matter, with a report to be brought to the March 

meeting of the Sub-Committee. The Clerk would work to complete and submit the application for the faculty 
(permission) to be sought from the Diocese of Newcastle in respect of the works to the Lych Gate, while the 
plans for the works should also be brought to the meeting. It was agreed that the aim was for the project as a 
whole to be moved forward without interruption / delay. 
  

7. Date of next meeting — Thursday 2 March 2017, starting at 10.00am. Cllr Mrs Burt presented her apologies 
for this meeting. 

 
 
RW 2/02/2017 




